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Parish Council business over the last year has carried on pretty much as usual. “Continue” is
the theme for this report.
We continue to consider around 70 planning applications a year.
We continue to maintain the land in our ownership and as a gesture to the Memorial Hall
we include the hall garden and car park. We finally took over our land at Wainscott Fields
from Crest Nicholson, who gave us a sum to include the remedial works they should have
undertaken but had not. S 106 money from the Templar Drive development in Brompton
Farm Road was released and we were able to replace and enhance the playpark on the open
space between Fordwich Drive and Hertsfield Avenue.
We continue to engage with developers in asking for the open spaces/play areas to be
handed over to the parish as part of any S 106 agreement.
Our magazine and website continue to provide communication with our residents and
thanks go to Gary Etheridge for liaising with the magazine publishers and to Clive Stanley,
our Webmaster, who maintains the website.
Anne Roscow our Footpaths Officer continues to walk the public rights of way in the parish
and reports any problems to the Public Rights of Way Officer at Medway Council. She has
written a walk that people can enjoy and this is on the website.
Although rather on the back burner, the Lower Upnor Riverside Project continues to be an
aspiration of the Council. We have the support for it of Shaftesbury Homes/Arethusa
Venture Centre, who would like to work together with us. Plans will be submitted to fence
off our woodland from the car park, which is part of the project.
On behalf of the Council, I would like to thank Anne and Clive for all they do for us. Thanks
must equally go to all councillors for their help and support and for generously providing me
with their professional expertise when appropriate. Looking at the board in our parish room,
I see that we have another person to thank, someone who is now in his 31st year in the
chair, a truly remarkable record. So last but not least thanks go from everybody to the
Chairman, David Coomber.
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